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Meeting called to order by Supervisor Ostrander at 6:30pm 

 

Pledge of Allegiance by Councilman Isachsen 

 

Present: Supervisor Ostrander 

  Councilman Blaisdell  

  Councilwoman Kerr 

  Councilman Frolish 

  Councilman Isachsen 

  Town Attorney Keniry 

  Deputy Town Clerk Zawada 

 
Motion made by Councilman Frolish to accept minutes from July 27, 2022, meeting; 2nd by Councilman 
Blaisdell; Councilman Isachsen-yes; Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman Kerr-yes; Councilman Blaisdell-
yes; Supervisor Ostrander-yes; motion carried 
 
Public hearing for Local Laws to amend Town Code Chapter 63, 18-21 and Chapter 180-37 A&B; 42 O – 
opened at 6:35PM 
 
Maryann Morgan – Rock City Road – Nice that we are trying to fix this; it didn’t look broken Did you have 
trouble with the horses, cows, hogs, sheep or goats, anybody? No, just chickens. You don’t need a law you 
need a cookbook. When has it become the Town’s job to take over neighbor against neighbor.  These people 
should be fighting their own battles.  It’s not up to you to do it.  How many people worked on this, 3-5 people?  
I would think that on the proposed modifications the special permit would be the way to go. I don’t think you 
need dog warden involved. I was at the Village Board meeting other night and a lady had a problem with cats. 
She called up here and was told the dog warden doesn’t do cats or wild animals, only dogs. I think this 
proposal should be tabled and sent to open space/farm protection committee for further study. I don’t think 
the people here last time got the memo.  This is the best month of the year to get your worst stuff taken care 
of.  Get some more information on it.  Agriculture markets, cooperative extension, farm bureau, they are all 
experts in this field.  Give them a call they would be happy to help.  
 
Eric Smassanow – Middle Line Road – I concur with Maryann. I understand code enforcement officer needs 
some rules when they get called.  There are a lot of moving part here.  There are plenty of NYS laws. Keep it 
simple. Go back and get a fresh start. Give people more notice for more input.  There is a lot of contradictory 
rules and regulations in our zoning laws that could make it difficult. I do agree that first thing code 
enforcement should do if neighbors are having a problem is to see if the neighbors can work it out.  Instead 
of trying to come up with what is it for sheep, cattle, rabbits etc. give simple guidelines and common sense.  
What I saw, I hate to use the word bureaucratic, but its sort of the rules with no thought to the issue.  Going 
back to the committee and see if we can make it simple.  Is this whole thing about issues or measurements?  
If it is about measurements, you could think about switching it over to zoning, planning has a lot on their 
plate. It’s a micro issue not a macro issue. 
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John Mancini – Plummer Road – I want to thank the board for passing the ag law back in the wintertime.  
There was some fear at the time that by opening the R-2 that some how we were going to open the flood 
gates of having animals run wild, but that didn’t happen.  There has not been a single complaint about 
overrunning of horses, cows, sheep. Maybe there is some issues about chickens.  As a responsible property 
owner, you want to keep your animals on your property.  I want to make sure its clear and the new law has 
not opened the flood gates.  To the credit of this Board, I did call the Supervisor this weekend and you got 
right back to me.  You are a very accessible board, and you get the answers when there are questions.  One 
of my questions was, where did this come from, who wrote this law?  I did not have any part in writing it.  
You said John Bartow was the author of one of the laws. I had a great conversation with the chairman of 
the Planning Board.  He also informed me he did not have a part in the nuisance law.  So, I still don’t know 
where the nuisance law came from.  I do have a couple comments on both. I’ll start with the nuisance 
component.  I approached this as if I was a Town Board member and this was placed on my desk what 
questions would I have.  The first one is it talks about ownership.  Now for everyone who works or knows 
about agriculture knows that not every farmer owns his or her own land.  They rent or lease it. If we are 
going to use the word ownership how is that going to be defined in the law.  If this goes forward, we need 
to look at how we define ownership.  Section 63-18A where it talks about prohibiting the roaming freely 
on the property of another person than that of the owner, I understand that.  Then it goes on to say or 
conduct itself (doesn’t define who is conducting what) in a manner so as to habitually (not defined I don’t 
know what habitually means legally) annoy anyone other than the owner or person harboring such animal.  
My question is, does this mean if my animal goes on my neighbor’s property is that what this is talking 
about, or if my cow is on my property and its feeding time and the cow is making noise is that annoying.  
It’s just unclear as to how it is currently written in the law.  The biggest point that I’m most concerned 
about is that a lot of these hooved animals, as many of you know, are flight animals.  If something scares 
them, they are not going to come and charge you necessarily, but they are going to flee, they are going to 
run away form what ever is scaring them.  So, what if my neighbor legally shoots off a firework and my 
horses are contained in their fenced area then they bust through it onto my neighbor’s property and they 
get upset with that.  What I’m going to do as a responsible owner is retrieve my houses and board and fix 
my fencing and bring them back in.  Under the nuisance law, technically, that animal control officer could 
fine me.  I know Supervisor you and I talked about this and that is not the intent of this, and I believe you.  
He would ask us to go and retrieve our animal.  When writing a law, we are not writing it for a specific 
person.  This law is most likely going to exist well into the next animal control officer and beyond.  We don’t 
know down the road if that person would want to write tickets or if the officer is ticket crazy.  What I 
suggest the board to consider is not passing this tonight and to think a little bit further and maybe 
incorporate that the first-time offence is a waring, then next time maybe escalate it.  Regarding the special 
use permit the Planning Board and Mr. Bartow are doing what was required from the February law and 
that was to come up with stan. That is on property less than 2 acres to come up with standards.  Those of 
you who remember the February meeting members of the Cornell Cooperative Extension were here, what 
I want to know were those standards of this proposal submitted to these agricultural experts to review it 
and give suggestions or input?  If it hasn’t been I ask not to vote tonight and to send it to those who 
understand it.  They may come back and say, yes this is absolutely reasonable, and we have no issue with 
it.  Another point on the nuisance component of it, it does incorporate a penalty of being called into Town 
court, a penalty of being fined, Maryann is correct, August is the one month of the year arguably I would 
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hate to see a law passed tonight that imposes potential finical penalties on the public when people are 
coming back from their summer vacations. I don’t think holding the hearing open one more month would 
be that detrimental. 
 
Councilwoman Kerr – We have discussed this; I have all confidence in our code enforcement office is very 
good and very fair.  Would it be possible to establish a committee of a cross section of the town to get some 
input? I was concerned about the measurements and where they came from.  Those measurements pretty 
well restrict the property.  I think that’s something we can talk about. 
 
Supervisor Ostrander – The board is not looking to move forward on a vote on this, this evening.  I’m all in 
favor of leaving this open for another month so we can clear some things up.  John to your point weather 
its animal control or code enforcement, our Town is not looking to go after our residents and give them 
tickets.  I’ve spoken to both of them.  We like to go out and give a warning maybe two before we act on it.  
It is not our intent to just go out and start writing tickets. 
 
John Bartow – Middle Line Road – I know Barb raised some questions on where the distances come up 
from.  This week I have submitted some changes on those lining them up with current setbacks that come 
out of our zoning code.  I think its 50ft. for side lot lines we lowered that to 10ft. They come out of our code.  
We lowered some restrictions for farm operations.  
 
Supervisor Ostrander – The board will not be voting on this, this evening.  Public hearing is held open. 
 
Presentation by Dave Meager from Amsure 
 
Letter from Catie Brown, Summer Camp Director 
 
Public comment on agenda items ONLY - opened 
 
Robert Davies – Spring Street – Executive Director at Saratoga PLAN – Just want to talk about Resolution 62-
2022.  Saratoga PLAN is the local land trust and works with local landowners and local farmers to help them 
reach their goals for the conservation of farmland.  We work with all communities across the county.  We are 
here representing Tracy Bombard of 355 Finley Road the property consists of 42.2 acres farmland. She desires 
to protect the property for agricultural purposes by conveying a permanent agricultural easement on the land.  
Tracy couldn’t be here tonight, but she wanted to make sure her wishes were known by the board.  She grew 
up in Saratoga County and has lived here her whole life.  She feels she has had a unique opportunity to purchase 
a portion of a farm that was once a part of a 100-acre farm.  The previous landowner of the property had kept 
the farm for over 100 years and wished to keep it a farm.  Tracy wants to honor these wishes, and to keep the 
history of agricultural lifestyle to be able to share it with people.  Over the summer they had people come for a 
lot of different states to come and experience the Bombard farm.  Tracy feels it is her obligation to be given the 
opportunity to live on the farm and keep it a farm not only for herself but for her community.  That is what 
Saratoga PLAN is trying to assist Tracy in doing.  We appreciate the Town in considering this resolution to 
endorse us, moving forward with seeking a County grant to help Tracy conserve her property.  
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Public comment closed 
 
Motion made by Councilman Blaisdell to approve Resolution 58-2022 to appoint Jeffrey Buckley, 8 
Margaret Drive, Ballston Spa to Planning Board to fill remainder of Patrick Collins appointment of 
12/31/2024; 2nd by Councilwoman Kerr; Councilman Isachsen-yes; Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman 
Kerr-yes; Councilman Blaisdell-yes; Supervisor Ostrander-yes; motion carried  
 
Motion made by Councilman Frolish to approve Resolution 59-2022 to reclassify the positions of Building 
Inspector, Assistant Building Inspector FT, and Assistant Building Inspector PT as Code Enforcement 
Officer, Assistant Code Enforcement Officer, and Fire Code Enforcement Officer; 2nd by Councilwoman Kerr; 
Councilman Isachsen-yes; Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman Kerr-yes; Councilman Blaisdell-yes; 
Supervisor Ostrander-yes; motion carried 
 
Motion made by Councilman Frolish to approve Resolution 60-2022 to grant NetGuistics the Audio/Visual 
Bid; 2nd by Councilman Isachsen; Councilman Isachsen-yes; Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman Kerr-
yes; Councilman Blaisdell-yes; Supervisor Ostrander-yes; motion carried 
 
Motion made by Councilwoman Kerr to approve Resolution 61-2022to modify the Town of Milton Personnel 
Policies; 2nd by Councilman Blaisdell; Councilman Isachsen-yes; Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman 
Kerr-yes; Councilman Blaisdell-yes; Supervisor Ostrander-yes; motion carried 
 
Motion made by Councilman Frolish to approve Resolution 62-2022 to endorse the Land Conservation 
Project; 2nd by Councilman Blaisdell; Councilman Isachsen-yes; Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman 
Kerr-yes; Councilman Blaisdell-yes; Supervisor Ostrander-yes; motion carried 
 
Monthly Departmental Reports and County Committee Reports 
Animal Control 
Building Department – Liaison Report 
Building & Grounds – Liaison Report 
Comptroller’s Financial Reporting Package – Issued to the Town Board and made available for public 
inspection: https://www.townofmiltonny.org/departments/comptroller.php#outer-34 
Highway Department – Liaison Report 
Historian 
Town Clerk/Registrar 
Town Justice – Liaison Report 
Town Tax Collector  
Youth Bureau 
Planning and Zoning Boards – Liaison Report 
 
Supervisors report on County Committees - There was a contested hanger that was proposed at the airport. 
They held a public hearing at the County Municipal building in front of the Supervisors. That was pushed to 
the Supervisors meeting.  That was recently pulled on the agenda and was sent back to the buildings and 
grounds for further investigation.  
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Reminder of September 17,2022, TV Recycling Day 
 
Public comment opened 
 
Maryann Morgan – Rock City Road – Back to the farm thing.  The only hooved animals that I know that 
were running loose in the last few years belong to someone who shall remain nameless.  They called me up 
and said what do I do.  They were going to call up the school and see if they can get the kids to surround 
them.  I said no I don’t think that’s a great idea.  I gave them a name of a cowboy on Circle C Road and that 
worked out the best and they had them back in short order.   
 
Public comment closed 
 
Executive Session – state reason - none 

 
Motion to adjourn made by Councilwoman Kerr; 2nd by Councilman Frolish; Councilman Isachsen-yes; 
Councilman Frolish-yes; Councilwoman Kerr-yes; Councilman Blaisdell-yes; Supervisor Ostrander-yes; 
motion carried 
 

Adjourn 


